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The Bungo Range, in western Sarawak, is a distinct, semicircular 
ridge. The Range is associated with hills and plains, representing a 
complex mosaic of limestone and sandstone formations (Figure 3.1). 
Despite its proximity to major urban centres of Bau and Kuching, few 
explorers have investigated areas close to the Range. This may be due 
to the steep, karst towers at its periphery, lack of roads and location 
of its remote settlements. The situation is further complicated with 
the location of the Bungo Range at a poorly-demarcated area on the 
international border. 
 

Figure 3.1. Map of western Sarawak, showing location of the 
 Bungo Range. Copyright: Hans Hazebroek.
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The National Park was established with a proposed headquarters to 
the north-west of the Range. Nonetheless, all historical information 
on zoological collections relate to Pangkalan Ampat, an important 
boat-landing centre on the old Rajah Brooke route to the interior of 
western Sarawak, located to the extreme south-eastern edge of the 
Range. Pangkalan Ampat, today, is a nearly 60 km away from the Park 
Headquarters using the motorable road. However, if one follows the 
uncharted semicircular ridgeline on a map, it is a mere 14 km away to 
the north-west.

The adjacent Gunung Penrissen was an early objective of exploration. 
Alfred Hart Everett (1848–1898), who first came to Sarawak in 1877 
as a professional collector, and later entered the service of Rajah 
Charles Brooke (1829–1917), made the trip to Penrissen, ‘during 
the wet season 1889–90’, and, among other mammals, collected 
the first two examples of the Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel, 
Sundasciurus everetti. This species was named after him, as Sciurus 
everetti by Oldfield Thomas (1858–1929). A decade later, on another 
expedition to Penrissen, in 1899, led by Robert Campbell Shelford 
(1872–1912; Figure 3.2), Curator of Sarawak Museum (1897–1905), 
making a brief stop, collected a small series of crustaceans and 
vertebrates. Nonetheless, two of these- a crab and a snake, proved 
new to science. Over a century later, one sees a revival of interest 
in the biological diversity of the Bungo Range, and a scientific 
expedition organised by Universiti Malaysia Sarawak forms the 
contents of this book.
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Figure 3.2. Portrait of Robert Campbell Shelford (1872–1912), 
Curator of the Sarawak Museum.

Arguably the first herpetological specimen from the Range is that of 
the holotype of the colubrid snake, Xenelaphis ellipsifer (the Natural 
History Museum London, BMNH 1946.1.7.38, collected 1891) in a 
“Dayak fish trap”. The earliest exploration of the Range was made 
by Shelford. Some of his collections from Pangkalan Ampat, where 
he stopped while on his expedition to Gunung Penrissen in 1899, are 
preserved in the Sarawak Museum’s zoological collection (currently 
maintained by the Forest Research Centre, Kuching), and include 
invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. A few types of 
his new species were donated to the British Museum (Natural History), 
London and other European institutions. 
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Few details are available of Shelford collection activities while at 
Pangkalan Ampat. It appears that his team used the base to explore 
areas further afield. At least five km away was the type locality of the 
crab, Terrathelphusa kuchingensis, collected by Shelford and given to 
describe by Giuseppe Nobili (1877–1908) a crustacean specialist at 
the University of Turin. A single amphibian specimen, the tree toad- 
Rentapia hosii (SM Da.3.1.6.d, collected 1899), from Pangkalan Ampat 
was personally collected by Shelford and deposited in the Sarawak 
Museum collection. The only reptile taken was a specimen of the Lined 
Pipe Snake, Cylindrophis lineatus (SM Cd.3.1.2a, collected in May 1899). 
Prior to the present century, the only other herpetological collection 
from the Range was made during the time of George Darby Haviland 
(1857–1901), a British surgeon and naturalist who specialised on 
plants. During his curatorship of the Sarawak Museum (1891–1893), 
a native collector, presumably in the Museum’s pay, collected the 
agamid lizard Gonocephalus liogaster. Haviland’s name is associated 
with taxonomic works on plants, although there is no evidence of his 
collections made from the Bungo Range. 

The earliest records of birds of the Bungo Range, are contained in a 
checklist by Shelford and published in 1900 in the Journal of the Straits 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Of the specimens obtained during 
the expedition, Shelford wrote with a twinge of disappointment, 
“bird-life in general, except  Barbets, was most noticeably scarce. 
I attribute this scarcity partly to the fact that the mountain has long 
been the happy hunting-ground of the Land Dyaks...”. Nonetheless, 
he appeared somewhat satisfied with the haul of “low-country birds 
was made at Pangkalan Ampat, at the head of the left-hand branch of 
the Sarawak river, and about 10 miles from the foot of Penrissen”. The 
most interesting species for Shelford was the Blue-banded Kingfisher, 
Alcedo euryzona, common in the highlands, and somewhat rare in the 
lowlands. Using contemporary nomenclature, a total of 30 bird species 
can be recognised as specifically collected from Pangkalan Ampat. An 
additional 16 species are inferred to occur in the lowlands, presumably 
at this site and its environs, that could be accessed on foot by native 
collectors in Shelford’s pay.
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Mammal collections from the Range during the Shelford Expedition 
were meagre, amounting to only three specimens of two species. 
Two specimens of Slender Squirrel, Sundasciurus tenuis (SM 0104/3, 
collected 7.6.1899 and SM 0104/32, collected 3.6.1899) and a Slow 
Loris identified as Nycticebus coucang (SM 084/3, collected 30.8.1895). 
The Slender Squirrel has also been collected in western Sarawak 
at 1,650 m on Gunung Pueh, a distance of ca. 110 to the north-west, 
but is a common lowland and hill forest species, which is listed as a 
‘Least Concern’ species in the IUCN Red List. Based on genetic and 
morphological data, the species Nycticebus coucang is now restricted 
to Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore, Sumatra and adjacent islands. On 
biogeographical grounds, the local species is likely to be Philippines 
Slow Loris (N. menagensis), but re-examination of the specimen is 
required for its reidentification and association with the appropriate 
species name. 

In this essay, we reviewed past collections and observations made at 
Bungo Range, all being made over a century ago. The lack of baseline 
information on the faunal wealth suggests potential for future research 
in these and nearby hill ranges for years to come.
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