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THE REPTILES OF BUNGO RANGE

Indraneil Das, Izneil Nashriq and Pui Yong Min

The proposed Bungo Range National Park, in the Kuching Division
of Sarawak, encompasses a total area of 8,095 ha, and comprises
a rolling landscape of sandstone ridges and lowland rainforests,
hemmed in by tower karst and at present, villages and agricultural
land. The range of habitat types encompassed, including the presence
of wetlands and several substrate types make the area of potential
importance for herpetofaunas.

Nonetheless, there appears to be little published on the reptiles
of the Bungo (‘Bengoh’ in the older literature) Range and adjacent
areas. To the south of the proposed Park boundary, a number
of species have been collected from Pangkalan Ampat, a jetty of
importance which, before the construction of highways, permitted
Sarawak Government administrators, including collectors from the
Sarawak Museum, access the villages to collect tax and biological
specimens, as well as to gain entry to the hinterland.

The earliest specimen to be collected is the holotype (the Natural
History Museum London, BMNH 1946.1.7.38) of the extremely rare
aquatic colubrid snake, Xenelaphis ellipsifer (Boulenger, 1900),
that dates back to 1891 and was collected in a ‘Dayak fish trap’
(according to the Sarawak Museum [SM] ledger). Although the
type locality was simply given as “Head-waters of Sarawak River,
Borneo”, the aforementioned ledger gives a more precise locality of
“Pangkalan Ampat”, to which we may restrict the type locality. Also
collected from the locality were four specimens of the agamid lizard
Gonocephalus liogaster (Glinther, 1872) by “Gandiak” (catalogued as
SM c.c. 2.5.2.v-y) in July 1926. All were during the period of Sarawak
Museum curatorship (26 Feb 1891 - 1 March 1893) of George Darby
Haviland (1857-1901), British surgeon and naturalist, specialising
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on plants. Little is known of the collectors, and the second species
may have been obtained by Constable Gandiak of the North Borneo
Armed Constabulary, who saw action in World War II. Acquired from
the Pangkalan Ampat area during the Haviland-era were at over
a dozen lizard and snake species. More recent records are of the
rare Lined Pipe Snake, Cylindrophis lineatus (catalogued as UNIMAS
9449), in our zoological collection, collected from Kampung Bengoh
in January 2014 and Eutropis rudis (UNIMAS NM028, 036-039) from
Kampung Danu in February 2012.

The vegetation in the lowlands of the Bungo Range National Park
comprises mixed dipterocarp forests, that cover the peaks of the
Range up to its highest point at ~800 meters. A short field expedition
was held to the area, between 5-10 December 2017, when a rapid
inventory was conducted, using transect walks along the lowland
forests and adjacent streams.

This report compiles all records of reptiles from the Bungo Range area,
which shows a total of 29 species, belonging to 10 families (Table
15.1), and includes 11 species of lizards and 18 species of snakes.
The list must be treated as preliminary, and additional species may
be expected, such as turtles (genera Amyda, Cuora, Cyclemys and
Dogania), terrestrial and arboreal skinks (Dasia, Sphenomorphus and
Tyttloscincus), agamids (Bronchocela and Draco), as well as colubrid
snakes (Ahaetulla, Coelognathus and Dendrelaphis) that are present
in adjacent areas of Gunung Penrissen and the Bau limestone region
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